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Minutes of Kildare-Newbridge Municipal District Meeting 

held at 10.30 a.m. on Wednesday, 19 October 2016 

in the Council Chamber, Aras Chill Dara 

 

Members Present: Councillors M Stafford (Mayor), M Aspell, S Doyle, P Kennedy, M Lynch  

 M McCabe, F McLoughlin Healy, J Pender, S Power. 

 

Officials Present:   Ms A Aspell (A/District Manager), Ms B Rea (District Engineer), Ms E 

Wright and Mr L Dunne (Senior Executive Officers), Ms S Scully 

(A/Administrative Officer), Mr J Doyle (Senior Staff Officer), Ms M Dalton 

(Meetings Administrator) and Ms E Price (Meetings Secretary). 

 

KN01/1610 

Minutes and Progress Report 

The members considered the minutes of the monthly meeting held on 21 September 2016 

together with the progress report.  

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Kennedy and seconded by Councillor Stafford that 

the minutes of the monthly meeting of the Kildare-Newbridge Municipal District meeting held 

on 21 September 2016 be confirmed and taken as read.  The progress report was noted.  

 
KN02/1610 

Matters Arising 
 

Assessment of Buildings in the Curragh Camp for possible inclusion on the  

Record of Protected Structures (RPS) KN34/1609 

Councillor Pender requested an update at the November Meeting in relation to her motion 

(KN34/1609) to have an assessment of buildings in The Curragh Camp for possible inclusion 

on the Record of Protected Structures (RPS). 

 

Bord Na Mona – Biodiversity Plan (KN26/1605) 

Councillor Lynch asked that Bord na Mona be invited to present to the municipal district on 

the works being carried out on Bord na Mona bogs in Kildare.  Councillor Power explained 

that Officials from Bord na Mona will meet with members in relation to the Drehid Landfill Site 

and perhaps questions could be put to them at that time in relation to other works being 

carried out.  
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Walkway at Moore Avenue (KN02/1603 & KN04/1604) 

In response to a query from Councillor Kennedy on the closure of the walkway at Moore 

Avenue, Ms Wright advised that Phase 1 which includes the awarding of contracts, 

preliminary commencement works and a leaflet drop had commenced and it is envisaged 

that Phase 2 will commence early 2017.  Ms Wright clarified that the walkway will be closed 

at the end of the works.  

 

KN03/1610 

Deputation from SKET – South Kildare Educate Together Campaign Group 

Ms Jennifer Buttner and Ms Elizabeth Bartholomew from the South Kildare Educate 

Together (SKET) Campaign Group addressed the members.  Ms Buttner advised they are a 

voluntary group of parents who aim to highlight the crisis in Second level school capacity in 

Kildare South, specifically the Kildare/Kilcullen/Newbridge regions.  The group advised they 

are also campaigning for more choice in the provision of second level places in the Kildare 

South area.  The presentation included statistics in the Kildare South Area including 

population statistics, the number of second level schools in the Kildare/Kilcullen/Newbridge 

area and the number of places currently available in these schools.  The group advised that 

the Department of Education tend to include fee paying schools when assessing need, 

however, the group noted that for many these schools are not optional, therefore when 

analysing the potential capacity, fee paying schools should be excluded.  The group 

highlighted to the members that any future development will directly impact greatly on the 

school capacity for South Kildare.  The group advised they have ongoing support from all 3 

local T.D.’s, from cross-party education spokespersons and the support of over 2500 parents 

who have registered their support locally.   The group acknowledged that a site had 

previously been zoned for a new school on the Walshestown Road, Newbridge under the 

Newbridge Local Area Plan 2013-2019 and advised members that any new second level 

school should ideally be in the Newbridge/Kilcullen/Kildare area as according to their 

analysis these areas have shown the most pressing need for post-primary school places.  

 

The group thanked the members for their time and invited any observations and questions.   

Councillor Pender thanked the group for a comprehensive report and acknowledged the 

ongoing dedication and commitment from the campaign group.  In response to a query from 

Councillor Pender, Ms Buttner advised that there has been no indication of any realistic 

commitment forthcoming from the group but acknowledged the 3 local T.D.’s are continually 

working on this.  
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Councillor Power also thanked the group for their presentation and said he supports 

promoting more choice in relation to schools.  Councillor Power acknowledged the biggest 

hurdle for the group is in convincing the Department of Education and asked what more the 

group could do to influence a favourable outcome from the Department.  Ms Buttner 

responded, noting there is no end goal timeframe currently in place and that the Department 

of Education tends to be slower in accounting for local development such as new builds, 

employment etc.  Ms Buttner said she believes that the local authority providing feedback on 

the number of planning applications it receives or any increases in employment by larger 

companies would be hugely beneficial in closing the gap in feedback to the Department of 

Education.   

 

Councillor Kennedy enquired if the land previously zoned in the Newbridge Local Area Plan, 

2013-2019 is suitable for a second level school and said the local authority should assist in 

providing feedback to the Department.  

 

Councillor Doyle stated she would like to see a total educate together campus which would 

cater for a mix of schools and advised that this issue should be raised at the regular 

meetings held between the Planning Department and the Department of Education, from 

which data is compiled and plays a part in planning for key infrastructure.  

 

Councillor McLoughlin Healy echoed Councillor Pender and noted the Department of 

Education appears to be the stumbling block for the Campaign Group.  In reference to the 

regular meetings mentioned by Councillor Doyle, Councillor McLoughlin Healy asked if the 

Planning Department could regularly communicate their planning application numbers to the 

Department of Education.  Councillor McLoughlin Healy also noted the council should make 

provision for a new school in the upcoming County Development Plan as the Newbridge 

Local Area Plan will be out of date in 2019. 

 

The Mayor thanked the group for their presentation.  

 

KN04/1610 

Schedule of Municipal District Works 

A report on the schedule of municipal district works was received from the municipal district 

engineer informing the members that works at Coill Dubh Village, the Powerstation Road at 

Allenwood and drainage works at a cul de sac in Páirc Mhuire and Milltown have been 
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completed.  In relation to the sheep grids at Athgarvan, the report advised there has been a 

delay to the installation of 2 no. Sheep grids at Athgarvan National School, however it is 

proposed to install the sheep grids in late November 2016. 

 

Acknowledging approval from the Department of Defence for the proposed works, Councillor 

Pender queried why notification had to be sent to the Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, 

Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs and why the Department requires two months to process the 

notification.   Ms Rea advised that the Department must be notified of these proposed 

projects to determine if an archaeological study on the location is necessary but that the 

municipal district office has anticipated this and so tenders in respect of the provision of 

archaeological consultancy services are currently being assessed.  

The report was noted. 

 

KN05/1610 

Gas Boiler Servicing in Local Authority Houses 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Aspell.  

Do the council have a policy to service gas boilers for tenants in local authority houses and if 

so has it started? 

 

A report was received from the Housing Department informing the members that the 

council’s policy on the servicing of boilers is similar to most other local authorities and 

voluntary housing bodies in that it is the responsibility of the tenant to service their boilers, 

whether they be gas or oil.  The report advised that the members have, however, for the past 

few years being setting aside funding for the servicing of boilers, and in line with the 

budgetary commitment, gas and oil boilers are serviced as and when they come to the 

councils attention.  The report noted that the members set aside a total of €200,000 in the 

2016 estimates which allowed for the servicing and replacement of boilers when necessary, 

and it is expected that this money will be fully spent by year-end.  The Housing Maintenance 

team are currently working on a major exercise to inspect and service as many boilers 

throughout the county as possible in early 2017, subject to budgetary provisions.  

In response to a query from Councillor Aspell on who is responsible for the servicing of 

boilers, Ms Aspell advised that it is the responsibility of the tenant to ensure boilers are 

serviced, however, the members had previously noted that not all tenants were servicing 
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boilers and noting the importance of having boilers serviced correctly, the members decided 

to set aside funds to allow for boilers to be serviced as needed. 

The report was noted. 

KN06 /1610 

The Provision of Emergency Accommodation 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Pender. 

What is the council’s policy on the provision of emergency accommodation in the Kildare 

Newbridge Municipal District? 

 

A report was received from the Housing Department informing the members that where an 

individual presents as homeless, the council’s Homeless Service undertakes an assessment 

with the person to determine whether the individual is homeless or whether there is scope to 

sustain the accommodation or whether the person has access to alternative accommodation. 

The report advised that persons who become homeless as a result of their own actions (i.e., 

anti social behaviour/ rent arrears) are not prioritised by homeless services and noted that 

persons in rent arrears can be assisted before they become homeless by Threshold who will 

aim to sustain the accommodation with intervention with the landlord and the Department of 

Social Protection.  The members were advised that where a person finds themselves 

homeless after office hours, The Kildare Homeless Services Out of Hours Information and 

Advice Freephone can be accessed at 1800 804 307, where staff of Peter McVerry will 

determine the person’s immediate requirements and source emergency accommodation 

where necessary until the person can be fully assessed by the council.  The report advised 

that emergency accommodation can be limited in the Kildare-Newbridge Municipal District at 

various times throughout the year owing to seasonal events and it is not always feasible to 

provide emergency accommodation to a homeless person from the Kildare-Newbridge 

Municipal District in the District.  The report advised that persons who refuse emergency 

accommodation or do not avail of the emergency accommodation provided are not prioritised 

by Homeless Services and where a person has refused emergency accommodation they are 

advised to utilise their friends and family support network while they source alternative 

accommodation with the support of the Housing Assistance Payment.  

 

Councillor Pender welcomed the report, however, suggested that it indicated there is no 

policy in place for emergency accommodation.  Councillor Pender acknowledged lack of 
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resources, however, she said there is a serious issue for those who present as homeless, 

particularly families, being offered accommodation outside of their normal locality as this can 

lead  to further difficulty with trying to get children to and from school along with the added 

expense that this can cause.  Councillor Pender said, as with housing offers, those 

presenting as homeless should also have the right of refusal when it comes to emergency 

accommodation.  Ms Aspell advised that any change of policy must be done through the 

Housing Strategic Policy Committee (SPC) and further noted that the council must work with 

national policy in relation to Homelessness and it is expected at some point in 2017 that 

B&B’s will no longer be used as sources of emergency accommodation.  

The report was noted.   

 

KN07/1610 

Compulsory Purchase Order (CPO) For Acquiring Houses 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Pender. 

In what circumstances, if any, can the compulsory purchase order procedure be used to 

acquire housing in the Kildare-Newbridge Municipal District? 

 

A report was received from the Housing Department informing the members that Local 

Authorities have the power to acquire land either by agreement or using Compulsory 

Purchase Order (CPO) powers. The report advised that the power of CPO is a restriction on 

the private property rights of an individual and that the general power to acquire land or 

property by CPO is contained in the Housing Act, 1966 and confirmed in the Planning and 

Development Act, 2000 which clarifies some aspects of the 1966 powers and utilises the 

procedures as set out in the 1966 Act. The report noted that the legislation enables local 

authorities to acquire land by CPO for the purpose of performing any of its functions, 

including giving effect to the implementation of its Development Plan or its Housing Strategy.  

The report advised that the Derelict Sites Act, 1990 is an act designed to give local 

authorities the power to take steps to prevent sites becoming or continuing to be derelict and 

that it gives the local authority power to acquire by agreement or compulsorily any derelict 

site in its area.  The report noted the process of a CPO can be quite lengthy due to the need 

for public consultation and, where required, oral hearings with An Bord Pleanala.  

The report was noted.  
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KN08/1610 

Damage caused by sheep in Athgarvan 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Power. 

In view of the continuous nuisance and damage caused by wandering sheep in Athgarvan 

estates, that the council draw up a plan to alleviate the situation.  

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Power and seconded by Councillor Doyle. 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that the municipal district office is preparing to install 2 no. sheep 

grids in the area of Athgarvan National School in late November 2016 and that the proposed 

locations were selected to prevent sheep straying onto the road to Athgarvan and onto the 

Kilcullen Road.  The report noted that the tenders in respect of the provision of 

archaeological consultancy services are currently being assessed.  The report further 

advised that the municipal district office is awaiting the return of tenders in respect of the civil 

works at the grid locations.  

 

Welcoming the report, Councillor Power asked that the municipal district office keep an open 

mind to other solutions if the installation of sheep grids at this location fails to stop sheep 

wandering. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Power and seconded by Councillor Doyle that the 

report be noted.  

 

KN09/1610 

Accident Black Spots in the Kildare-Newbridge Municipal District  

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Power. 

That the council name the 3 worst accident black spots in the Kildare-Newbridge Municipal 

District area and if some indication could be given as to the possible works and costs that 

would make them safer.  

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Power and seconded by Councillor Stafford. 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that Dagwelds Cross and Pollardstown/Rathbride junction are 

considered to be accident black spots in the Kildare-Newbridge Municipal District and that 
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applications for low cost safety improvement works will be submitted in October 2016 to the 

Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (DTTAS) and for funding to treat the collision 

problem at these locations. 

 

Councillor Power requested the costings of these applications so that the members may 

consider them under the Local Property Tax (LPT) spend if the applications fail to qualify for 

funding from the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sports (DTTAS). 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Power and seconded by Councillor Stafford that the 

report be noted and the district engineer to provide costings for the applications made to the 

Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (DTTAS). 

 

KN10/1610 

Footpath at Sex’s Bridge, Newbridge 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Aspell. 

That the council put a safety rail on the narrow footpath on Sex's Bridge on the Rosconnell 

side of the bridge. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Aspell and seconded by Councillor Stafford. 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that the municipal district office has inspected the narrow footpath on 

Sex’s Bridge and that the existing width reduces from 2.0m to 1.3m, which is further reduced 

to 0.9m at the location of a public lighting column.   The report advised that the installation of 

railings at this location is not recommended as the width of the footpath, following the 

installation of a railing, would be reduced to an unacceptable width.  

 

Councillor Aspell asked if the municipal district office could re-examine the issue to see if 

other solutions are available to them.  

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Aspell and seconded by Councillor Stafford that the 

report be noted and the municipal district office re-examine other solutions in the absence of 

a safety rail on the narrow footpath at Sex’s Bridge, Newbridge. 
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KN11/1610 

Filter Traffic Light at Liffey Hall, Newbridge  

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Aspell. 

That a filter light be put in place at the entrance to Liffey Hall to alleviate traffic congestion in 

the morning and evenings. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Aspell and seconded by Councillor Stafford.  

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that the issues highlighted at the Athgarvan Road/Liffey Hall junction 

have been examined previously and it has been determined that there is insufficient room at 

the existing junction to provide a right hand turning lane on the Athgarvan Road.   The report 

advised that external funding has been applied for to the National Transport Authority to 

redesign and upgrade of the junction, however this application has proved unsuccessful.  

The report advised that if an alternative source of funding can be identified the junction will 

be upgraded. 

 

It was agreed on the suggestion of Councillor Doyle that this issue would be included for 

consideration in the overall context of a Traffic Management Plan (TMP) for Newbridge. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Aspell and seconded by Councillor Stafford that the 

report be noted and the location be included for consideration in the context of a Traffic 

Management Plan for Newbridge. 

 

KN12/1610 

Pedestrian Crossings in Coill Dubh 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Stafford. 

That the council commit to the provision of two pedestrian crossings in Coill Dubh at:- 

(a) on the L1019 road at the credit union 

(b) on the L7073 at the bus stop and entrance to Woodlands. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Stafford and seconded by Councillor Doyle. 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that the Traffic Management Section inspected both locations and it 

is considered that neither location warrants the provision of a controlled pedestrian crossing.  
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The report further advised that if funds could be identified then the provision of two 

uncontrolled crossing points (with tactile paving, dropped kerbs, traffic calming, advance 

warning signs, public lighting etc.) is considered the most appropriate option at these 

locations. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Stafford and seconded by Councillor Doyle that the 

report be noted. 

 

KN13/1610 

Footpath at Pigeons Lane, Kildare Town 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Pender. 

That the council continue the footpath on Pigeons Lane from White Abbey Court up to the 

traffic lights in Kildare Town. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Pender and seconded by Councillor Doyle. 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that a proposal was under preparation for funding for the upgrading 

of the roadway in the South Green area, to include footpath upgrades and that the Members 

would be updated on the outcome of the proposal.   

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Pender and seconded by Councillor Doyle that the 

report be noted and the members to be updated on the outcome of the proposal for funding.  

 

KN14/1610 

Closure of Alley Ways in Maryville, Kildare Town  

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Doyle. 

Can we have a report on closure of alley ways in Maryville, Kildare and particularly the rear 

alley to OPD's bordering Assumpta Villas?  

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that the Housing Department is currently in the process of liaising 

with the residents of the dwellings bordering Assumpta Villas and would envisage that this 

process will be concluded by the end of next week.  The report noted that details on the cost 

of closing off the alleyways will then be investigated and upon completion of that process the 

members will be further updated. 
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In response to a query from Councillor Doyle, Ms Aspell advised that the members will be 

advised what funding is to be used for this project.  

The report was noted.  

 

KN15/1610 

Wall at Teach Dara, Kildare Town  

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Doyle. 

Can we get a report on delay in resolving issue of Teach Dara wall and the continued 

barricading of pathway? 

 

A report was received from the Planning Department informing the members that the  

Conservation Officer will examine the issue and report back to the members at the 

November Municipal District meeting.  

The report was noted. 

KN16/1610 

Footpaths in Kilmeague 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Power. 

If, following the sourcing of suitable contractors to carry out works on the footpaths in 

Kilmeague, can the council indicate the cost of the proposed works and when they are likely 

to commence? 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that the proposed works of lifting and resetting 155m of cobbles, the 

construction of drainage channels within the cobbles, and the installation of bollards has a 

cost estimate of €50,000 and that funding has not been identified to carry out these works in 

2016.  The report advised that the members may wish to consider it as a project to be 

funded by Local Property Tax/Pay Parking funds in 2017. 

 

In response to a query from Councillor Power, Ms Rea advised there are no alternative 

sources of funding for this project. 

The report was noted.  
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KN17/1610 

Salting Routes in Kildare-Newbridge Municipal District  

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Power. 

If, or when, a plan will be agreed on the salting of the roads during the winter months and 

what roads in the Kildare-Newbridge Municipal District area will be included in that plan? 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that the 2016-2017 Winter Maintenance Plan is in the process of 

being prepared at present and on completion it will be posted on the Kildare County Council 

website along with the salting routes map.  The report advised that the routes in the Kildare-

Newbridge Municipal District which will be included are the normal routes and will include the 

roads originating from Newbridge to Allenwood, to Coill Dubh, to Rathangan and to Suncroft 

as well as routes within the urban areas. 

The report was noted.  

 

KN18/1610 

Realignment of the L7076 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Stafford. 

Can the Council indicate if it proposes to proceed with the re-alignment of the L7076 

(Robertstown Road) at the top of Kilmeague Village and, if not, can it carry out landscaping 

works in this area which is unsightly and prone to dumping? 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that the council have currently no plans to carry out re-alignment 

work on the L7076 (Robertstown Road) at the top of Kilmeague Village due to funds 

constraints. 

Councillor Stafford noting the report advised that the issues have led to dumping at the back 

of the Preston Heights Estate and queried if anything can be done to alleviate this.  Ms Rea 

advised that the Tidy Towns Committee should contact the Park Superintendent to discuss 

the issue.  

The report was noted.  
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KN19/1610 

Safety Issues at Mooney’s Road, Newbridge 

 The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Stafford. 

Can the Council investigate the dangers and safety issues that arise at Mooney's Road, 

Roseberry, Newbridge where the road is accessed from gaps in the boundary hedge by 

pedestrians from adjoining estates and identify a possible solution? 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that the municipal district office will approach the developer in 

Roseberry Hill with a view to carrying out remedial works on their boundary to prevent 

pedestrian access onto Mooney’s Road. 

The report was noted.  

 

KN20/1610 

Car parking at Robertstown School 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Lynch. 

Can this council work with the surrounding landowners and school in Robertstown to better 

provide parking facilities for parents? 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that the municipal district office will arrange to meet a representative 

of the school with a view to observing the parking arrangements at the school and 

considering how best they can address the shortfall.  

The report was noted.  

 

KN21/1610 

Bus Shelters in Rural Locations 

Ms Wright advised the members that it had been agreed at the Transportation, Safety and 

Emergency Services Strategic Policy Committee (SPC) that each municipal district would 

use Local Property Tax (LPT) monies to provide two bus shelters in rural locations in the 

various municipal districts per year.  A report was received from the Kildare Local Transport 

Link informing the members of the two proposed locations in the Kildare-Newbridge 

municipal district which had been identified; 1) Main Street, Rathangan which has 50 total 

average weekday stops and 2) outside the Protestant Church, Kilmeague which has an 

average of 18 passengers per day. 
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In response to a query from Councillor Lynch, Ms Wright advised that an update on design 

and associated costs will be given to the members at the November meeting.  

The report was noted. 

KN22/1610 

Newbridge Interceptor 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor McLoughlin Healy. 

Approximately what size of housing development would be precluded from getting 

permission until the Newbridge Interceptor is in place to cater for extra sewage and when is 

the interceptor likely to happen?  

 

A report was received from the Water Services Department informing the members that  

     as part of all planning permissions, Irish Water has asked the council to insert a condition 

that any development is subject to attaining a connection agreement with them.  The report 

noted that this relates to the capacity of public water & wastewater services infrastructure to 

facilitate such development.   The report advised in relation to Newbridge town that there are 

capacity constraints in the foul sewer network which can result in overflows to River Liffey 

causing environmental pollution.  The report advised that a condition may be inserted in 

relevant planning permissions that no development can commence until the contract for the 

Newbridge Eastern Interceptor Sewer is signed but all applications are, however, examined 

on a case by case basis and impact on the sewer network would be assessed to see if 

phasing on a small scale of such development could be permitted.  The report advised that it 

is anticipated that work will commence on the Newbridge Interceptor in December 2017 

subject to the normal Land Acquisition, Planning and Tendering processes being complete 

with construction expected to last 18 months. 

 The report was noted.  

 

KN23/1610 

Public Realm Plan for Kildare Town  

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Doyle. 

That a comprehensive public realm plan, consistent with a heritage town developing tourism 

potential, be delivered for Kildare town. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Doyle and seconded by Councillor Stafford. 
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A report was received from District Manager informing the members that the recent 

comprehensive submission was made by the council to the Department of Arts, Heritage, 

Regional, Rural & Gaeltacht Affairs in respect of the Town & Village Renewal Scheme 2016 

identifies the objective of that submission as "to provide a clear and coherent strategy to 

improve the quality of the public realm and urban fabric of Kildare town centre". 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Doyle and seconded by Councillor Stafford that the 

report be noted. 

KN24/1610 

Town Improvement Programme for Newbridge 

 The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor McCabe. 

That the council would consider creating an implementation team, tasked with developing a 

five year town improvement programme for Newbridge with a view to improving the living 

and working spaces within the town. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor McCabe and seconded by Councillor Aspell. 

 

A report was received from the Economic Development Officer informing the members that 

whilst the intent of the motion was very much welcomed, the request would have to be 

considered in the context of the human and financial resources that are available to the 

council.  The report suggested that, in the first instance, a public realm plan should be 

developed with a hierarchy of actions contained therein and that the Newbridge Tidy Towns 

Committee and the Municipal District Members could feed into this process. 

 

A brief discussion ensued between the members, all of whom supported the motion.  The 

members suggested it would be helpful if there was an overall manager or overseer that 

would then include all stakeholders to work toward a shared vision for the town.  Councillor 

Doyle suggested the possibility of using funding under Local Property Tax (LPT) to employ 

the services of someone qualified in urban and design to assist the council in working toward 

a public realm plan for Newbridge. 

 

Councillor Power stated such a plan would be extremely beneficial and could possibly lead 

to a more strategic process for the members when they are considering the Local Property 

Tax (LPT) budget. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor McCabe and seconded by Councillor Aspell that the 

report be noted.  
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KN25/1610 

Remembrance Plaque to the Late Councillor Willie Crowley (RIP) 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor McCabe. 

That the municipal district agree to installation of discreet marker stone at the base of the 

Newbridge Christmas tree in memory of Councillor Willie Crowley. This is a request from the 

Newbridge Christmas Lights Committee. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor McCabe and seconded by Councillor Kennedy. 

 

Following a brief discussion between the members and clarification from Councillor McCabe 

that permission is being sought only for a temporary commemorative marker stone for the 

late Councillor Willie Crowley (RIP) which would be placed at the base of the main Christmas 

Tree in Newbridge.  Councillor McCabe further clarified that the Christmas Lights Committee 

would fund and supply the marker stone.  

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor McCabe, seconded by Councillor Kennedy and 

agreed by all the members that permission be given to the Newbridge Christmas Lights 

Committee to place a temporary commemorative marker stone to the Late Councillor 

Crowley (RIP) at the base of the main Christmas Tree in Newbridge. 

 

KN26/1610 

Resources in Rosconnell, Newbridge 

 The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor McLoughlin Healy. 

That the Council clarify and confirm its ongoing commitment in terms of funding and 

resources in Rosconnell. Please include any plans for re-placing their community worker, 

plans to support the voluntary committee, funding for youth centre and educational 

programmes all of which have either been phased out or are under threat of being phased 

out. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor McLoughlin Healy and seconded by Councillor 

Stafford.  

 

A report was received from the Community and Cultural Services Section informing the 

members that the community section has a dedicated community worker, Ms Doreen Daly 

for the Kildare-Newbridge Municipal District area but as there are numerous council estates 

within the municipal district it is not possible to dedicate all her time to Rosconnell.  The 
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report advised that Ms Daly has made contact with the committee in Rosconnell with a view 

to meeting them to discuss supports and what assistance can be given by her and the report 

noted that she is also working with a group trying to set up a youth cafe in the town which 

could be run from Rosconnell community buildings. The report further advised that Ms Daly 

has arranged the grass cutting on the playing pitch and is working to ensure this is 

maintained into the future.  The report further noted that the community section is meeting 

with Kildare Leader Partnership with a view to running training courses from the centre and 

that Ms Daly will be working from the centre at least a half day each week and will be 

building the capacity of the groups in the area.  The report advised that a request for Local 

Property Tax funding has been submitted to support actions in the Rosconnell area. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor McLoughlin Healy and seconded by Councillor 

Stafford that the report be noted.  

 

KN27/1610 

Swimming Pool, Kildare Town 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor McLoughlin Healy. 

That the Council provide any information that might help locate monies that were raised for a 

swimming pool in Kildare and clarify the potential of realising the pool project for Kildare with 

or without the monies raised.  

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor McLoughlin Healy and seconded by Councillor 

Lynch. 

 

A report was received from the District Manager informing the members that the only 

information the council has with respect to this issue is that the council is aware that there 

was a trust established to collect funds for the provision of a pool in Kildare.  The report 

noted that in terms of realising a pool for Kildare, the council had earlier established that 

there should, ideally be provision for pools in South, Mid and North Kildare and that 

swimming pools have been provided in the Athy and Naas areas.  The report referred to a 

discussion at full council with respect to provision of a swimming pool in Maynooth but noted 

there is currently no funding available from the Department of Tourism Transport and Sport 

(DTTAS) for provision of swimming pools. 

 

Councillor Doyle advised the members that the monies raised for a swimming pool in Kildare 

was held in Trust with a number of Trustees responsible for it.  Councillor Doyle advised the 
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members that there is limited scope for how the money can be used and advised that the 

Trustees are examining options available to them.  

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor McLoughlin Healy and seconded by Councillor 

Lynch that the report be noted.   

 

KN28/1610 

Public Lighting at The Meadows and Morristown Woods, Newbridge  

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Stafford. 

That the council take the appropriate action to ensure that the public lighting is installed at 

The Meadows and Morristown Woods, Newbridge as a matter of urgency as part of the 

taking in charge and furnish a report on the encashment of the bond and/or discussions with 

the receiver. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Stafford and seconded by Councillor McLoughlin 

Healy.  

 

A report was received from the Planning Department informing the members that Building 

and Development Control staff are in regular contact with the receiver’s agent to have this 

matter resolved.  The report advised that Building and Development Control staff have 

advised the receiver that if the works are not completed by the end of October, the Council 

will engage their own contractors to complete the works and seek to recoup the costs from 

the bonds provided. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Stafford and seconded by Councillor McLoughlin 

Healy that the report be noted.  

 

KN29/1610 

Road Safety, Amenity and Infrastructure at Roseberry Hill, Newbridge 

The members considered the following motion the name of Councillor Lynch. 

That this council ensures that any future large housing developments at Roseberry Hill, 

Newbridge takes many longstanding issues in the area into account including road safety, 

sewage issues and the lack of play areas for children and that this council ensures that any 

planning applications for large housing projects take these issues into account when granting 

permission. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Lynch and seconded by Councillor Stafford.  
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A report was received from the Planning Department informing the members that the 

Planning Authority considers a range of issues in the assessment of all large housing 

development applications, including inter-alia, road safety, water services and amenity 

provision, in accordance with the provisions of the Kildare County Development Plan 2011-

2017, all relevant Local Area Plans and National Guidelines, with the overriding objective of 

ensuring proper planning and sustainable development.  The report further advised that in 

making its decision, the Planning Authority will need to determine whether there is adequate 

infrastructure (e.g. transport infrastructure or water services infrastructure) to support new 

development and where there is not, whether the necessary infrastructure is likely to be 

provided within the life of the permission.   

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Lynch and seconded by Councillor Stafford that the 

report be noted. 

 

KN30/1610 

Unauthorised Developments and the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Lynch. 

That this council calls on the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to take over the 

oversight of potential unauthorised developments and associated queries on those in breach 

of planning conditions or claims to the same on extractive industries such as quarries and 

any other large extrusive or intrusive industry that the council may wish to also include. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Lynch and seconded by Councillor Pender. 

 

A report was received from the Planning Department informing the members that the council 

takes enforcement action in cases of unauthorised development, where it is appropriate to 

do so, consistent with the provisions of the Planning and Development Act and that under 

planning legislation any development which is not specifically exempt development, requires 

planning permission. The report also advised that any development which does not have that 

permission is unauthorised development, as is development which has been carried out in 

breach of conditions specified in a planning permission.  In carrying out its enforcement 

functions, the report advised that the council may issue warning letters and/or enforcement 

notices, or take injunctive proceedings pursuant to Section 160 of the Planning and 

Development Act.  The report further advised that the Environmental Protection Agency 

(EPA) is an independent public body established under the Environmental Protection Agency 

Act, 1992 and the other main instruments from which it derives its mandate are the Waste 
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Management Act, 1996, and the Protection of the Environment Act, 2003 and Radiological 

Protection (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2014.  The report advised that the Environmental 

Protection Agency (EPA)'s Office of Environmental Enforcement (OEE) co-ordinates national 

efforts to improve the level of compliance with and enforcement of environmental legislation 

and it also has a role in supervising local authority environmental performance.  The report 

advised that local authorities and other public agencies have a range of environmental 

protection functions, and continue to have responsibility for enforcement.  

 

Councillor Lynch acknowledged the Unauthorised Development Section is currently 

overwhelmed at present and that the council should seek to outsource investigations into 

larger developments such as quarries. 

 

A brief discussion ensued and whilst a number of councillors supported the intention of the 

motion they did not support the outsourcing of resources for what is essentially a local 

authority function.   

 

In response to a query from Councillor Lynch about writing to the Environmental Protection 

Agency (EPA), Ms Aspell advised that any change to the existing arrangement would need a 

change in legislation and the only option to the municipal district members was to refer, in 

writing, to full council for discussion.   

 

The members agreed to amend the motion to be referred to full council as follows: 

 

‘That this council explores with the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the oversight of 

quarries and other large extensive industries with a view that the Environmental Protection 

Agency (EPA) can assist with unauthorised development issues.’ 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Lynch, seconded by Councillor Pender and agreed 

by all the members that the amended motion be referred to the November full council 

meeting.  

 

KN31/1610 

Swimming Pool at Ryston, Newbridge 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Aspell. 

Does the council own the swimming pool in Ryston or does it have any responsibility for the 

land or is it leased and for how long? 
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A report was received from the Community and Cultural Section informing the members that 

the council has leased the swimming pool to Irish Ropes Ltd for a term of 50 years from the 

1st January 1972. 

 

Councillor Aspell stated that the report should read that ‘the council have leased the 

swimming pool from Irish Ropes’ rather than ‘to’.  Councillor Aspell advised that the pool has 

been closed for over 30 years and the site is currently overgrown and in serious disrepair.  

Ms Aspell advised clarification on the report would be sought and a further update will issue 

to members at the November municipal district meeting.  

The report was noted and clarification on the report to be given to members at the November 

meeting.   

 

KN32/1610 

New Planning Applications 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor McCabe. 

With the huge influx of new planning applications, what is the Councils policy on 

infrastructure versus houses in the Kildare-Newbridge Municipal District?  What will come 

first? This is very relevant to residents in our urban areas, who see large infrastructural 

deficits in terms of schools, road capacities and narrow bridges. 

 

A report was received from the Planning Department informing the members that the 

Planning Authority considers a range of issues in the assessment of all large housing 

development applications, including inter-alia, road safety, water services and amenity 

provision, in accordance with the provisions of the Kildare County Development Plan 2011-

2017, all relevant Local Area Plans and National Guidelines, with the overriding objective of 

ensuring proper planning and sustainable development.  The report advised that in making 

its decision the Planning Authority will need to determine whether there is adequate 

infrastructure (e.g. transport infrastructure or water services infrastructure) to support new 

development and where there is not, whether the necessary infrastructure is likely to be 

provided within the life of the permission.   

The report was noted.  
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KN33/1610 

Maintenance of Building Exteriors in the Kildare-Newbridge Municipal District  

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor McCabe. 

Could the council develop method of direct engagement to encourage landlords in the 

Kildare-Newbridge Municipal District to maintain the exteriors of their buildings as some of 

these buildings are eyesores and hinder all towns in their effort to progress in tidy towns 

competitions? 

 

A report was received from the Environment Section informing the members that they have 

direct responsibility for the oversight of derelict buildings within the county and in this regard, 

the Section investigates and monitors such sites.  The report advised that contact is made 

with relevant owners/occupiers to effect repairs/improvements to buildings/ sites and where 

no engagement is forthcoming, the council has statutory powers which can ultimately result 

in the property being entered onto the Derelict Sites Register and a levy imposed.  The 

report further advised that the Environment Section is proactive in supporting the work of 

Tidy Towns Groups and acknowledges that the work of such groups is particularly important 

as they actively engage locally to seek improvements for such buildings. 

 

In response to a query from Councillor McCabe, Mr Dunne advised that an update on 

Derelict Sites will be given to the members at the November meeting.  

The report was noted.  

 

KN34/1610 

Old Social Welfare Building, Newbridge 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Lynch. 

Can we get an update from the Office of Public Works (OPW) on the status of the 

significantly large space at the old social welfare building in Newbridge and the plans for the 

same and if the site is to be sold or put to another use? 

 

A report was received from the Corporate Services Section advising the members that if they 

are in agreement a letter will issue to the Office of Public Works (OPW). 

The report was noted.  

 

 

The meeting concluded. 


